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disturbing the whole country with a simultaneous draft of many thousand men; officers from the regiment could be sent to that district to make the draft, saving the present system of Provost Marshals' Depots.
The Paymaster there having the accounts of the regiments always under his hand, responsible for their correctness, could always pay the soldier promptly; the Colonel being responsible for the requisitions which he would make for this purpose and the correctness of the accounts, would be an auditing officer. The accounts to be audited immediately after each payment, and verified returns to be made to the pay department. By such means every soldier would get his pay monthly like other workmen, would know where to send for it, if away his wife or family would know where to get their allotment if any, and the soldier's order on the paymaster, if it were necessary to give orders, would always be able to find an answer. And here, too, might be the savings bank of the regiment for each soldier to deposit his pay, to be drawn on his order, thus saving the loss and waste of money in the field.
The Chaplain would be responsible for the religious instruction of the regiment, and for the instruction of the soldier's children at the home of the regiment. Practically, in the field the chaplain is nearly useless except as a sort of postmaster of the regiment. In saying this, I by no means mean to underrate the services of the chaplain or his zeal in his duty, but speak of his opportunities to render service.
The regimental quartermaster, having charge of the clothing and equipment of the regiment, making his requisitions through the Colonel, would be responsible to him as well for its kind, its quality, and whether it came up to the inspection requirements of the Government, because being at a place stated, he would be in condition not to receive articles that were not proper in kind and quality, and being a permanent officer, dealing with a permanent body of men, he could be made responsible, which now issuing Quartermasters at Posts cannot practically be made, issuing to a body of men that they will never see again nor be seen by them. The regiments having a home, around it would cluster the wives of the soldiers and the disabled soldiers, and there be taken care of, and each regiment would be a soldier's home without further considerable expense to the country. There the soldier would find schools for his children. There with the disabled soldiers and soldiers* wives manufacturies of clothing and equipment for